Public Health Key Documents August 2015
NIHR

The INTRABEAM® Photon Radiotherapy System for the adjuvant treatment of early breast cancer: a systematic review and economic evaluation

A significant investment in INTRABEAM equipment and staff training (clinical and non-clinical) would be required to make this technology available across the NHS. Longer-term follow-up data from the TARGIT-A trial and analysis of registry data are required as results are currently based on a small number of events and economic modelling results are uncertain.

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-69#abstract
Saline in Acute Bronchiolitis RCT and Economic evaluation: hypertonic saline in acute bronchiolitis - randomised controlled trial and systematic review

In this trial, HS had no clinical benefit on LoS or readiness for discharge and was not a cost-effective treatment for acute bronchiolitis. Claims that HS achieves small reductions in LoS must be treated with scepticism.

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-66#abstract
Dual-chamber pacemakers for treating symptomatic bradycardia due to sick sinus syndrome (SSS) without atrioventricular (AV) block: a systematic review and economic evaluation

In patients with SSS without evidence of impaired AV conduction, dual-chamber pacemakers appear to be cost-effective compared with single-chamber atrial pacemakers. The risk of developing a complete AV block and the lack of tools to identify patients at high risk of developing the condition argue for the implantation of a dual-chamber pacemaker programmed to minimise unnecessary ventricular pacing. However, considerations have to be made around the risk of developing heart failure, which may depend on age and device

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-65#abstract
Diagnostic accuracy of the Thessaly test, standardised clinical history and other clinical examination tests (Apley's, McMurray's and joint line tenderness) for meniscal tears in comparison with magnetic resonance imaging diagnosis

The Thessaly test was no better at diagnosing meniscal tears than other established physical tests. The sensitivity, specificity and diagnostic accuracy of all physical tests was too low to be of routine clinical value as an alternative to MRI. Caution needs to be exercised in the indiscriminate use of MRI scanning in the identification of meniscal tears in the diagnosis of the painful knee, due to the low specificity seen in the presence of concomitant knee pathology. 

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-62#abstract
KINGS FUND 
Nil

HIS 
Comment on: NICE STA352: Vedolizumab for treating moderately to severely active Crohn’s disease after prior therapy

Vedolizumab (Entyvio®) is accepted for restricted use for use within NHS Scotland for the treatment of adult patients with moderately to severely active Crohn's disease who have had an inadequate response with, lost response to, or were intolerant to either conventional therapy or a tumour necrosis factor-alpha (TNFα) antagonist.

SMC Advice

Systematic search: No

August 2015

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/technologies_and_medicines/stas/appraisal_352.aspx
SGHD
Nil
SIGN
Nil
HEALTH SCOTLAND
Nil
NICE
NG17 Type 1 diabetes in adults: diagnosis and management

This guideline covers the care and treatment of adults (aged 18 and over) with type 1 diabetes. This guideline updates and replaces the sections for adults in NICE guideline CG15

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng17
NG18: Diabetes (type 1 and type 2) in children and young people: diagnosis and management

This guideline covers the diagnosis and management of type 1 and type 2 diabetes in children and young people aged under 18. The guideline recommends strict targets for blood glucose control to reduce the long-term risks associated with diabetes.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng18
NG19: Diabetic foot problems: prevention and management

This guideline covers preventing and managing foot problems in children, young people and adults with diabetes. The guideline aims to reduce variation in practice.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng19
NG15: Antimicrobial stewardship: systems and processes for effective antimicrobial medicine use

This guideline covers the effective use of antimicrobials (including antibiotics) in children, young people and adults. It aims to change prescribing practice to help slow the emergence of antimicrobial resistance and ensure that antimicrobials remain an effective treatment for infection.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng15
TA352: Vedolizumab for treating moderately to severely active Crohn's disease after prior therapy

Vedolizumab is recommended as an option for treating moderately to severely active Crohn's disease if a tumour necrosis factor‑alpha inhibitor has failed (that is, the disease has responded inadequately or has lost response to treatment) or a tumour necrosis factor‑alpha inhibitor cannot be tolerated or is contraindicated.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta352
TA354; Edoxaban for treating and for preventing deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism

Edoxaban is recommended, within its marketing authorisation, as an option for treating and for preventing recurrent deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism in adults.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

August 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta354
NHS EVIDENCE: PUBLIC HEALTH EVIDENCE AWARENESS BULLETIN 
A systematic review of measurement tools of health and well-being for evaluating community-based interventions

This study evaluated published measurement tools of health and well-being that have the potential to be used before and after an intervention.  A range of potential well-described tools exists and should be considered for use in preference to ad hoc or bespoke tools. Any of the five tools rated as excellent are recommended to assess the impact of a community intervention

Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health 2015;69:805-815 

A systematic review including meta-analysis of work environment and depressive symptoms

There is substantial empirical evidence that employees, both men and women, who report lack of decision latitude, job strain and bullying, will experience increasing depressive symptoms over time. These conditions are amenable to organizational interventions. 

BMC Public Health 2015, 15:738  

Routine testing for blood-borne viruses in prisons: a systematic review

Changes to the BBV testing policies in English prisons have recently been piloted. This review will enable existing evidence to inform policy revisions. We describe components of routine HIV, hepatitis B and C virus testing policies in prisons and quantify testing acceptance, coverage, result notification and diagnosis. While the quality of evidence is mixed, this review suggests that reasonable rates of uptake can be achieved with opt-in and, even better, with opt-out HIV testing policies. Little evidence was found relating to hepatitis testing. 

European Journal of Public Health online first 28 July 2015 

AHRQ (Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality - USA)
Nil

Health Foundation
Nil
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH)
Bronchial Thermoplasty for Severe Asthma: A Review of the Clinical and Cost-Effectiveness, and Guidelines

For patients with poorly controlled, severe asthma limited evidence suggested a marginal improvement in quality of life for some patients who received bronchial thermoplasty. No clear recommendations on which patient populations would benefit most from bronchial thermoplasty were provided, however three of the four identified guidelines conditionally recommended bronchial thermoplasty as a potential treatment option for poorly controlled, severely asthmatic patients already on optimal pharmacological therapy.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/bronchial-thermoplasty-for-severe-asthma
Bioimpedance Devices for the Assessment of Body Fluid Volume for Patients Undergoing Dialysis: A Review of the Clinical Effectiveness, Cost-Effectiveness and Guidelines – An Update

There appears to be improvement in some patient outcomes such as decreased blood pressure and reduced fluid overload with patient management guided by bioimpedance spectroscopy assessments. However, patient outcomes using bioimpedance spectroscopy and conventional methods were not always statistically significantly different.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/bioimpedance-devices-assessment-body-fluid-volume-patients-undergoing-dialysis-update
Glyburide, Gliclazide or Glimepiride for Elderly Patients with Type 2 Diabetes: An Updated Review of the Clinical Effectiveness and Safety

Limited evidence suggests an increased risk of progression towards adverse renal endpoints with the use of glimepiride versus gliclazide, as well as conflicting results regarding the risk of progression to cardiovascular endpoints with the use of glyburide versus gliclazide in elderly patients. No recent evidence was identified regarding the comparative clinical effectiveness of second-generation sulfonylureas. 

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/glyburide-gliclazide-glimepiride-elderly-type2-diabetes
Audiograms and Functional Auditory Testing to Assess Hearing Speech in Noise: A Review of the Clinical Evidence

Audiograms were found to be related to the Words in Noise Test (WIN), but not the Hearing in Noise Test (HINT). The performance of the WIN and the Speech Recognition in Noise Test (SPRINT) were found to be similar in one study, and the WIN was found to be a more sensitive measure of speech-in-noise relative to the HINT in another study.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/audiograms-functional-auditory-testing-assess-aearing-speech-noise
Antidepressants in Elderly Patients with Major and Minor Depression: A Review of Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines

A number of antidepressants appear to be effective in those aged 65 and older, relative to placebo, in achieving remission of symptoms and treatment response, but there is limited evidence of comparative efficacy between antidepressants. Potential concerns regarding safety were identified across multiple classes of antidepressant, but were based upon cohort studies, suggesting more rigorous, long-term studies of safety in this population are needed. 

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/antidepressants-elderly-major-minor-depression
Endovascular Therapy for Patients with Ischemic Stroke: A Review of the Clinical and Cost-Effectiveness and Guidelines

Studies published in 2015 reported better rates of favourable outcomes and increased rates of mortality for patients who had EVT compared with those that had IV thrombolysis alone. The evidence-based guidelines recommend the use of EVT, primarily in patients who are contraindicated to IV thrombolysis.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/endovascular-therapy-patients-with-ischemic-stroke
Biological Mesh: A Review of Clinical Effectiveness, Cost-Effectiveness and Guidelines – An Update

Evidence regarding the clinical effectiveness and safety of biological mesh was generally positive or neutral; however, the majority of publications concluded that there is insufficient high quality evidence to preferentially support the use of biological mesh products. Overall, there is insufficient evidence to suggest the optimal place in therapy for biological mesh products

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/biological-mesh-review-clinical-effectiveness-cost-effectiveness-and-guidelines-update
Changing Total Parenteral Nutrition Tubes in Pediatric in-Hospital Patients: A Review of Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines

Current guidelines recommend that administration sets that are in continuous use and do not contain lipids (i.e., amino acids and dextrose) can be changed at 96 hour intervals without increasing the risk of catheter-related infection, although there was a suggestion that the risk of death in neonates might be increased at longer intervals. Administration sets containing lipids were recommended to be changed at 24 hour intervals. 

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

August 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/changing-total-parenteral-nutrition-tubes-pediatric-in-hospital-patients
McGill University Health Centre (Canada)
Nil
Health Information & Quality Authority (Ireland)
Health technology assessment (HTA) of a national screening programme for atrial fibrillation in primary care

Annual opportunistic screening of men and women aged 65 years and older by pulse palpation followed by ECG confirmation of an irregular pulse in the Irish primary care setting is likely to be cost-effective using conventional willingness-to-pay thresholds, assuming that those detected through screening have a comparable stroke risk profile as those detected by routine practice. Increasing the start age of screening or the screening interval may improve the cost-effectiveness of a prospective screening programme.

Health Technology Assessment

Systematic search: Yes

August 2015

http://www.hiqa.ie/publications/health-technology-assessment-hta-national-screening-programme-atrial-fibrillation-prima
Campbell Collaboration
Nil
NICE FORWARD PLANNING – Publications due September 2015
Prophylaxis against infective endocarditis
Clinical Guideline

Prostate cancer (metastatic, hormone-relapsed) - enzalutamide [ID683]
Single Technology Appraisal

Coeliac disease
Clinical Guideline
Major depressive disorder - vortioxetine [ID583]
Single Technology Appraisal
UroLift for treating lower urinary tract symptoms of benign prostatic hyperplasia

Medical Technology

Atrial fibrillation (non-valvular) - edoxaban tosylate [ID624]
Single Technology Appraisal

Kidney disease (autosomal dominant polycystic) - tolvaptan [ID652]
Single Technology Appraisal
