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NICE
MTG27 Virtual Touch Quantification to diagnose and monitor liver fibrosis in chronic hepatitis B and C

VTq should be considered as an option for people with chronic hepatitis B or C who need assessment of liver fibrosis. VTq is as accurate as transient elastography in diagnosing and staging liver fibrosis, and may offer other benefits in terms of imaging the liver and sampling selected areas. By avoiding liver biopsies, it may also benefit people whose liver fibrosis needs monitoring. Cost modelling suggests that VTq is cost saving compared with transient elastography and liver biopsy, whether or not a compatible Siemens ultrasound machine needs to be purchased.

Medical Technology Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

September 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/mtg27 

NG21 Home care: delivering personal care and practical support to older people living in their own homes

This guideline covers the planning and delivery of person-centred care for older people living in their own homes (known as home care or domiciliary care). It aims to promote older people's independence and to ensure safe and consistently high quality home care services. The Care Quality Commission uses NICE guidelines as evidence to inform the inspection process. Commissioners of home care services should ensure any service specifications take into account the recommendations in this guideline.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

September 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng21
MTG26 UroLift for treating lower urinary tract symptoms of benign prostatic hyperplasia

NICE has said that the UroLift system relieves lower urinary tract symptoms while avoiding the risk to sexual function associated with surgical options. Using the system reduces the length of a person’s stay in hospital. It can also be used in a day surgery unit.  The UroLift system should be considered as an alternative to current surgical procedures for men aged 50 years and older with lower urinary tract symptoms of benign prostatic hyperplasia, who have a prostate of less than 100 ml without an obstructing middle lobe.

Medical Technology Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

September 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/mtg26
NG20 Coeliac disease: recognition, assessment and management

This guideline covers the recognition, assessment and management of coeliac disease in children, young people and adults. It updates and replaces NICE guideline CG86.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

September 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng20
TA355 Edoxaban for preventing stroke and systemic embolism in people with non‑valvular atrial fibrillation

Edoxaban is recommended, within its marketing authorisation, as an option for preventing stroke and systemic embolism in adults with non‑valvular atrial fibrillation with one or more risk factors, including congestive heart failure, hypertension, diabetes, prior stroke or transient ischaemic attack, or age 75 years or older

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

September 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta355
NHS EVIDENCE: PUBLIC HEALTH EVIDENCE AWARENESS BULLETIN 
A systematic review: effectiveness of mass media campaigns for reducing alcohol-impaired driving and alcohol-related crashes

Despite additional decade of evidence, reviewed studies were heterogeneous in their approaches; therefore, we could not conclude that media campaigns reduced the risk of alcohol-related injuries or crashes.

BMC Public Health 2015, 15:857
Diabetes prevention programmes: evidence review

This review supports previous research, demonstrating that diabetes prevention programmes can significantly reduce the progression to T2DM and lead to reductions in weight and glucose compared with usual care. Those developing prevention programmes should adhere to the NICE and/or IMAGE guidelines to increase efficacy. 

Public Health England
Fluoridated milk for preventing dental caries

There is low quality evidence to suggest fluoridated milk may be beneficial to schoolchildren, contributing to a substantial reduction in dental caries in primary teeth. Due to the low quality of the evidence, further research is likely to have an important impact on our confidence in the estimate of effect and is likely to change the estimate.  There was no information about the potential harms of the intervention.

Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews
E-cigarettes: an evidence update

An expert review of the latest evidence concludes that e-cigarettes are around 95% safer than smoked tobacco and they can help smokers to quit.

Public Health England
The barriers and facilitators to smoking cessation experienced by women’s partners during pregnancy and the post-partum period: a systematic review of qualitative research

The cluster of identified barriers and facilitators to quitting offers pointers for policy and practice. The workplace emerges as an important space for and influence on partners’ smoking habits, suggesting alternative cessation intervention locations for future parents. Conversely, health and community settings are seen to offer little support to fathers. Interventions centred on valued personal traits, like will-power and autonomy, may have particular salience. The review points, too, to the potential for health information that directly addresses perceived weaknesses in official advice, for example, around causal mechanisms and effects and around contrary evidence of healthy babies born to smokers.

BMC Public Health 2015, 15:849 

EPPI Centre
Community engagement for health via coalitions, collaborations and partnerships

A higher extent of community engagement was associated with larger behavioural outcomes, i.e. where community members design and deliver and evaluate health interventions. A higher extent of engagement across design, delivery and evaluation was noted in studies where community engagement processes included bidirectional communication, collective decision-making and intervention delivery training support to community members. Effective components of community engagement generally include peer or lay delivery, but this alone was not enough to guarantee positive outcomes. Community engagement is utilised within social media/social networking intervention delivery, but in delivery alone, not in design or evaluation, suggesting that very little co-creation of knowledge or building of social capital is occurring.
EPPI Centre Review
Systematic Search: Yes

September 2015

http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/Default.aspx?tabid=3478
AHRQ (Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality - USA)
Behavioral Programs for Diabetes Mellitus

Behavioral programs for T1DM offer some benefit for glycemic control when followup extends beyond end of intervention up to 6 months.  For T2DM, our analyses showed limited benefit in glycemic control from diabetes self-management education (DSME) programs offering ≤10 hours of contact with delivery personnel and suggested that in-person delivery of behavioral programs is more beneficial than incorporation of technology. We found that programs focused on lifestyle or on DSME can have similar benefit in terms of glycemic control, and that lifestyle programs appear to be better for reducing BMI.

AHRQ Research Synthesis
Systematic Search: Yes

September 2015

http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/ehc/products/560/2124/diabetes-behavior-programs-report-150924.pdf 
Health Foundation
Nil
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH)
Diagnosing, Screening, and Monitoring Depression in the Elderly: A Review of Guidelines

Geriatric Depression Scale (GDS) or other screening instruments can be used among elderly patients. Guidelines regarding monitoring treatment response in elderly patients were not identified.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

September 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/diagnosing-screening-monitoring-depression-elderly
ADHD Medication Switching for Patients with Aggression or Mood Changes Secondary to Current Medication: Review of Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines

No evidence regarding the clinical effectiveness or safety of switching ADHD medications following stimulant-related aggression or mood changes was identified. One evidence-based guideline suggested switching to atomoxetine in this clinical situation, however, the evidence for this recommendation was limited.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

September 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/ADHD-medication-switching-patients-aggression-mood-changes-secondary-current-medication
Antidepressants in Elderly Patients with Depression and Dementia: A Review of Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines

Although there was a limited suggestion that antidepressants had beneficial effect in patients with depression and dementia this evidence was found to be equivocal. The majority of publications identified indicate that the use of antidepressants in these patients does not result in higher remission rates of depression or any associated improvement in cognitive functionality than to the placebo treatments used as controls.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

September 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/antidepressants-elderly-patients-depression-dementia
Antibiotic Impregnated Cement for Hip or Knee Arthroplasty: Clinical and Cost-Effectiveness

There was limited evidence supporting lower infection rates and reduced antibiotic resistance; much of the evidence suggested no difference in effectiveness between antibiotic impregnated cement and plain cement. Antibiotic impregnated cement may provide a greater net monetary benefit over other infection control measures in total hip arthroplasty, but given the uncertainty in the clinical evidence base the economic evidence should be interpreted with caution.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

September 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/antibiotic-impregnated-cement-hip-or-knee-arthroplasty
McGill University Health Centre (Canada)
Nil
Health Information & Quality Authority (Ireland)
Nil

Campbell Collaboration
Functional Family Therapy (FFT) for Young People in Treatment for Non-Opioid Drug Use: A Systematic Review

The aim of this systematic review was to explore what is known about the effectiveness of FFT for the purpose of reducing youth drug use.  There is insufficient firm evidence to allow any conclusion to be drawn on the effect of FFT for young people in treatment for non-opioid drug use. 

Systematic Review

Systematic search: Yes

September 2015

http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/lib/project/211/
NICE FORWARD PLANNING – Publications due October 2015
Rheumatoid arthritis - adalimumab, etanercept, infliximab, certolizumab pegol, golimumab, abatacept and tocilizumab - review
Multiple Technology Appraisal
Melanoma (unresectable, metastatic) - pembrolizumab (after ipilimumab)

Single Technology Appraisal
