Public Health Key Documents November 2015
NIHR

Fluorouracil plasma monitoring: systematic review and economic evaluation of the My5-FU assay for guiding dose adjustment in patients receiving fluorouracil chemotherapy by continuous infusion

Using a linked evidence approach, My5-FU appears to be cost-effective at a willingness to pay of £20,000 per QALY for both mCRC and H&N cancer. Considerable uncertainties remain about evidence quality and practical implementation. 

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-91#abstract
The clinical effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of open mesh repairs in adults presenting with a clinically diagnosed primary unilateral inguinal hernia who are operated in an elective setting: systematic review and economic evaluation

Open preperitoneal mesh repair appears to be a safe and efficacious alternative to Lichtenstein mesh repair. Further research is required to determine the long-term effects of these surgical procedures as well as the most effective open preperitoneal repair technique in terms of both clinical efficacy and costs.

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-92#abstract
Effectiveness and acceptability of parental financial incentives and quasi-mandatory schemes for increasing uptake of vaccinations in preschool children: systematic review, qualitative study and discrete choice experiment

There is little current evidence on the effectiveness or economic costs and consequences of parental financial incentives and quasi-mandatory interventions for preschool vaccinations. Universal incentives are likely to be more acceptable than targeted ones. Preferences concerning incentives versus quasi-mandatory interventions may depend on the context in which these are elicited.

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-94#abstract
Procalcitonin testing to guide antibiotic therapy for the treatment of sepsis in intensive care settings and for suspected bacterial infection in emergency department settings: a systematic review and cost-effectiveness analysis

The limited available data suggest that PCT testing may be effective and cost-effective when used to guide discontinuation of antibiotics in adults being treated for suspected or confirmed sepsis in ICU settings and initiation of antibiotics in adults presenting to the ED with respiratory symptoms and suspected bacterial infection. However, it is not clear that observed costs and effects are directly attributable to PCT testing, are generalisable outside people presenting with respiratory symptoms (for the ED setting), and would be reproducible in the UK NHS. 

Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-96#abstract
Graduated compression stockings for the prevention of deep-vein thrombosis in postoperative surgical patients: a systematic review and economic model with a value of information analysis

Given that the results from both the standard meta-analysis and the network meta-analysis lacked precision owing to the heterogeneous evidence base, a new definitive trial in high-risk patients may be warranted. However, the efficiency of any further research (i.e. whether this represents value for money) is dependent on several factors, including the acquisition price of GCSs, expected compliance with thigh-length GCSs wear, and whether or not uncertainty can be resolved around possible effect modifiers, as well as the feasibility and actual cost of undertaking the proposed research.
Health Technology Appraisal

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/volume-19/issue-98#abstract
KINGS FUND 
Nil

HIS 
Comment on: NICE STA366: Pembrolizumab for advanced melanoma not previously treated with ipilimumab

Pembrolizumab (Keytruda®) is accepted for use within NHS Scotland as monotherapy for the treatment of advanced (unresectable or metastatic) melanoma in adults who have not previously been treated with ipilimumab.  Pembrolizumab is not recommended for patients who have previously been treated with ipilimumab.
SMC Advice

Systematic search: No

November 2015

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/technologies_and_medicines/stas/appraisal__366.aspx
SGHD
Nil

SIGN
Next guidelines due “Spring 2016”
HEALTH SCOTLAND
Nil
NICE
TA367 Vortioxetine for treating major depressive episodes

Vortioxetine is recommended as an option for treating major depressive episodes in adults whose condition has responded inadequately to 2 antidepressants within the current episode.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta367
TA363 Ledipasvir–sofosbuvir for treating chronic hepatitis C
Ledipasvir–sofosbuvir is recommended as an option for treating chronic hepatitis C in adults, depending on HCV genotype, liver disease stage, and previous treatment.
NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta363
TA364 Daclatasvir for treating chronic hepatitis C
Daclatasvir is recommended as an option for treating chronic hepatitis C in adults, depending on HCV genotype, liver disease stage, and previous treatment. 

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta364
TA365 Ombitasvir–paritaprevir–ritonavir with or without dasabuvir for treating chronic hepatitis C
Ombitasvir–paritaprevir–ritonavir with or without dasabuvir is recommended as an option for treating chronic hepatitis C in adults, depending on HCV genotype, liver disease stage, and previous treatment.
NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta365
TA366 Pembrolizumab for advanced melanoma not previously treated with ipilimumab

Pembrolizumab is recommended as an option for treating advanced (unresectable or metastatic) melanoma that has not been previously treated with ipilimumab, in adults.
NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta366
TA368 Apremilast for treating moderate to severe plaque psoriasis

Apremilast is not recommended for treating psoriasis, that is, for treating adults with moderate to severe chronic plaque psoriasis that has not responded to systemic therapy, or where systemic therapy is contraindicated or not tolerated.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta368
NG25 Preterm labour and birth

This guideline covers the care of women at increased risk of or with symptoms and signs of preterm labour (before 37 weeks) and women having a planned preterm birth. It aims to reduce the risks of preterm birth for the baby and describes treatments to prevent or delay early labour and birth.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng25
NG24 Blood transfusion

This guideline covers the assessment for and management of blood transfusions in adults, young people and children over 1 year old. It covers the general principles of blood transfusion, but does not make recommendations relating to specific conditions.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng24
NG23 Menopause: diagnosis and management

This guideline covers the diagnosis and management of menopause, including in women who have premature ovarian insufficiency. The guideline aims to improve the consistency of support and information provided to women in menopause.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng23
DG19 VivaScope 1500 and 3000 imaging systems for detecting skin cancer lesions

There is currently insufficient evidence to recommend the routine adoption of the VivaScope 1500 and 3000 imaging systems in the NHS for deciding whether to biopsy and excise skin lesions in people with suspected melanoma, basal cell carcinoma or lentigo maligna, or defining margins of skin lesions in people with lentigo maligna and basal cell carcinoma.  They are not recommended for helping decide whether to biopsy and excise skin lesions in people with suspected invasive squamous cell carcinoma, or defining margins of skin lesions in people with melanoma or invasive squamous cell carcinoma.

NICE Diagnostic Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/dg19
NG22 Older people with social care needs and multiple long-term conditions

This guideline covers planning and delivering social care and support for older people who have multiple long-term conditions. It promotes an integrated and person-centred approach to delivering effective health and social care services.

NICE Guidance
Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng22
NHS EVIDENCE: PUBLIC HEALTH EVIDENCE AWARENESS BULLETIN 
Physical activity in the early years

This briefing reviews the evidence base for physical activity and sedentary behaviour in the early years (from birth to 5 years). It includes information on the physical and psychological health outcomes of physical activity and sedentary behaviour, persistence of these behaviours into adulthood and implications for practice.

BHF National Centre for Physical Activity and Health
What works in schools and colleges to increase physical activity?

This briefing provides an overview of the evidence about what works in schools and colleges to increase levels of physical activity among children and young people. It looks at emerging evidence suggesting an association between being physically active and academic attainment and attention.

Public Health England
Fat chance? Exploring the evidence on who becomes obese

This report examines current knowledge and data on obesity to answer the question ‘who exactly is becoming obese?’ The report looks at the key factors linked to rising obesity levels including age, gender, geographic location, socioeconomic status, availability of local green space, fast food density, rates of smoking and presence of mental illness.

2020 Health
Sugar reduction: from evidence into action

This report details a review of the evidence on interventions to help the nation reduce its sugar consumption. It contains options such as further regulation of promotions, restrictions on the marketing of high sugar products, fiscal measures and a voluntary reformulation programme.

Public Health England
Health-risk behaviour in deprived neighbourhoods compared with non-deprived neighbourhoods: a systematic literature review of quantitative observational studies

This systematic review examines recent studies on health-risk behaviour among adults who live in deprived neighbourhoods compared with those who live in non-deprived neighbourhoods. The health-risk behaviours include: no or low consumption of fruits and vegetables; smoking; binge drinking or high-risk alcohol consumption; and physical inactivity. 

PLoS ONE
EPPI Centre
Nil

AHRQ (Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality - USA)
Nil

Health Foundation
Nil
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH)
Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate and C-Reactive Protein Testing in Combination Versus Individually

The aim of this report is to address the issue of when, if ever, it is appropriate to concurrently test ESR and CRP (as opposed to testing only ESR or CRP) to help diagnose inflammatory disease or serious infection.

CADTH Health Technology Assessment

Systematic search: Yes

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/erythrocyte-sedimentation-rate-and-c-reactive-protein-testing-combination-versus-individually#
Human Growth Hormone Treatment for Prader-Willi Syndrome in Adolescent and Adult Patients: Clinical Evidence, Safety, and Guidelines

Evidence from low to moderate quality studies suggest improvement in body composition for patients with Prader-Willi Syndrome (PWS) treated with growth hormone (GH) therapy, however results were not always statistically significant and need to be interpreted with caution.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/human-growth-hormone-treatment-prader-willi-syndrome-adolescent-and-adult-patients-clinical-eviden-0
Concurrent Probiotic and Antibiotic Use for In-Patients: Clinical Effectiveness and Cost-Effectiveness

A small amount of evidence reported protective effects of probiotics on the incidence of antibiotic-associated diarrhea (AAD), Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea (CDAD), Clostridium difficile infection (CDI), and Clostridium difficile disease (CDD) as well as the incidence of adverse events.  Only one economic evaluation was included; it found that the intervention was unlikely to be cost-effective.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/concurrent-probiotic-and-antibiotic-use-patients-clinical-effectiveness-and-cost-effectiveness-0
Serum IgM and Molecular Tests for Mycoplasma pneumoniae Detection: A Review of Diagnostic Test Accuracy, Clinical Effectiveness, Cost-Effectiveness, and Guidelines

The diagnostic performances of IgM and molecular tests were variable among the six included studies and may have been affected by choice of reference standard and specific index test, patient age, and time of specimen collection after disease onset. Four of the six studies concluded that IgM and PCR tests should be performed in combination. One evidence-based guideline recommends acute and convalescent serology for the diagnosis of Mycoplasma pneumoniae in children with severe pneumonia.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/serum-igm-and-molecular-tests-mycoplasma-pneumoniae-detection-review-diagnostic-test-accuracy
Streptococcal Antigen Test for Pneumonia Detection: A review of Clinical- and Cost-Effectiveness and Guidelines

Streptococcal antigen testing was found to be both sensitive and highly specific under most conditions, though evidence was found that demonstrated high variability depending on the serotype that was encountered. The cost savings as a result of its use are heterogeneous in nature and more powerful investigation is required to form reliable conclusions. Evidence-based guidelines indicate that it is not appropriate for use in children due to high false-positives, and they further stated that its use in adults should be limited to admitted patients with moderate to high disease severity.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/streptococcal-antigen-test-pneumonia-detection-review-clinical-and-cost-effectiveness-and-guidelin-0
Sufentanil for Palliative Pain Relief: A Review of the Clinical Effectiveness, Cost-Effectiveness and Guidelines

There is insufficient evidence to draw conclusions regarding the clinical effectiveness of sufentanil use in the context of palliative care. No cost-effectiveness analyses or current evidence-based guidelines were identified on this topic.

https://www.cadth.ca/sufentanil-palliative-pain-relief-review-clinical-effectiveness-cost-effectiveness-and-guidelines-0
Bismuth Salts for Gastrointestinal Issues: A Review of the Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines

Bismuth subsalicylate was effective for the relief of diarrhea, though it was less effective than loperamide and had a higher frequency of minor adverse events. The evidence consistently indicated that bismuth-containing quadruple therapy was superior to standard triple therapies for the eradication of Helicobacter pylori in the presence of antibiotic resistance. Three guidelines recommended bismuth-containing quadruple therapy as a first- or second-line treatment option, and one of these guidelines recommended preference for bismuth-containing quadruple therapy for Helicobacter pylori eradication in the presence of significant antibiotic resistance

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/bismuth-salts-gastrointestinal-issues-review-clinical-effectiveness-and-guidelines-0
Cardiovascular Outcomes with Sodium-glucose Co-transporter 2 Inhibitors: A review of the Clinical Evidence

Sodium glucose co-transport (SGLT-2) inhibitors significantly reduced systolic and diastolic blood pressure in patients with type-2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM) compared with placebo or active controls (glimepiride, glipizide, and sitagliptin).   However, a systematic review and meta-analysis found that the overall odds of cardiovascular events among T2DM patients were not significantly lower with SGLT-2 inhibitors compared with placebo and active controls.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/cardiovascular-outcomes-sodium-glucose-co-transporter-2-inhibitors-review-clinical-evidence
Trimebutine Maleate and Pinaverium Bromide for Irritable Bowel Syndrome: A Review of the Clinical Effectiveness, Safety and Guidelines

Evidence suggests that compared with placebo there may be improvement in abdominal pain with trimebutine or pinaverium treatment for adult patients with irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), however results were not always statistically significant.  No evidence-based guidelines were identified for the use of trimebutine and pinaverium for the treatment of irritable bowel syndrome.

CADTH Rapid Response Report
Systematic search: Limited

November 2015
https://www.cadth.ca/trimebutine-maleate-and-pinaverium-bromide-irritable-bowel-syndrome-review-clinical-effectiveness-0
McGill University Health Centre (Canada)
Nil
Health Information & Quality Authority (Ireland)
Nil

Campbell Collaboration
Nil

NICE FORWARD PLANNING – Publications due December 2015
Older people - independence and mental wellbeing

Public health guidance

Care of the dying adult

Clinical Guideline
Dry eye disease – ciclosporin (after artificial tears) [ID665]

Single Technology Appraisal

Intravenous fluids therapy in children

Clinical Guideline

Oral health promotion: general dental practice

Public health guidance

Rheumatoid arthritis (standing committee A update)

Clinical Guideline

Tuberculosis (update)

Public health guidance
